
 

Appendix 1 
�

London�Assembly�(Mayor’s�Question�Time)�–�16�December�2015�

�

Transcript�of�Agenda�Item�4�–�Oral�Update�on�the�Report�of�the�Mayor��

�

Jennette�Arnold�OBE�AM�(Chair):��The�Mayor�will�now�provide�an�oral�update�of�up�to�five�minutes,�

Mr�Mayor,�in�length�on�matters�occurring�since�the�publication�of�your�report.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Thank�you�so�much,�Jennette.��There�is�quite�a�bit�to�get�through.�

�

You�will�remember�that�we�recently�had�the�international�summit�on�climate�change�in�Paris.��I�attended�

represented�London,�which�has,�as�you�know,�a�very�good�story�to�tell.��We�have�reduced�carbon�dioxide�(CO2)�

emissions�by�14%�since�2008.��In�spite�of�a�massive�increase�in�population�of�about�1�million�and�considerable�

economic�growth,�we�are�nonetheless�bringing�down�CO2�emissions,�which�is�a�testament�to�the�programmes�

that�we�have�for�using�technology,�retrofitting�and�all�of�the�other�measures�that�are�in�place.��I�was�very�

pleased�to�see�that�the�summit�did�eventually�produce�a�good�step�forward�for�the�planet�in�the�sense�that�

there�is�an�agreement�to�keep�on�reducing�CO2�emissions�and�to�restrain�the�growth�in�global�temperatures.��

We�discussed�the�Clean�Bus�Summit�that�we�had�recently�in�City�Hall.��That�was�felt�by�international�

representatives�to�have�been�a�ground-breaking�event�and�we�are�sharing�and�experiences�across�the�C40�

group�of�countries�[C40�Climate�Cities�Leadership�Group].�

�

You�will�appreciate�that�whilst�in�Paris�I�also�took�the�opportunity�on�behalf�of�the�Greater�London�Authority�

(GLA)�and�of�Londoners�to�lay�a�tribute�at�the�Bataclan�concert�hall�where�so�many�people�lost�their�lives�in�

last�month’s�terrorist�attacks.�

�

You�will�be�pleased�to�know�-�I�hope�-�that�London�has�been�named�the�top�European�city�for�volunteering�

and�the�European�Volunteering�Capital�of�2016.��That�is�very�much�in�recognition�of�the�work�of�everybody�in�

this�place�at�Team�London�who�have�helped�120,000�people�to�get�active�in�volunteering�and�delivered�the�

first�UK�speed�volunteering�app.��We�are�supporting�1,600�charities�across�the�city�and�the�country,�offering�

grants�of�£3�million�to�date.��We�have�raised�about�£20�million�all�together�through�the�charities�in�one�way�or�

the�other.��It�is�very�good�to�see�that�all�of�that�massive�volunteering�flowering�during�the�Olympics�has�by�no�

means�died�away�in�this�city.��People�have�a�very�lively�culture�of�volunteering�and�that�is�a�great�thing�to�see.�

�

We�yesterday�launched,�together�with�the�Chancellor�and�Jeremy�Hunt�[Rt�Hon�Jeremy�Hunt�MP,�Secretary�of�

State�for�Health],�a�substantial�devolution�of�healthcare�in�London.��I�know�that�the�Assembly�has�been�

following�this�with�great�interest�because�it�is�of�considerable�significance�for�our�proceedings�in�this�place.��

There�are�about�five�pilots,�three�of�them�on�preventative�care,�one�of�them�on�estates�and�how�to�make�sure�

that�the�land�available�to�the�National�Health�Service�(NHS)�is�released�in�such�a�way�as�to�deliver�housing�for�

London�and�regeneration�of�medical�facilities�in�the�city.��The�most�interesting�-�and�the�most�important,�

perhaps�-�pilot�is�the�integrated�care�model�that�we�are�trialling�in�the�northeast�quadrant�of�the�city�in�

Barking�and�Dagenham,�Havering�and�Redbridge.��That�will�mean�a�pot�of�funding�going�on�a�per�capita�basis�

to�those�areas�so�that�social�services�and�primary�care�have�an�incentive�to�co-ordinate�their�activities�to�keep�

people�out�of�hospital,�basically,�and�to�keep�people�healthy�in�order�to�get�our�population�even�healthier.�

�

You�have�asked�for�three�oral�updates.��Very�briefly,�on�the�Green�Belt:�my�view�is�that�we�should�stick�with�

the�London�Plan�policy�guidance,�which�states�very�clearly�that�the�strongest�protection�should�be�given�to�

London’s�Green�Belt�in�accordance�with�national�guidance.�

�
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You�have�asked�for�a�comment�on�the�Government’s�decision�to�postpone�a�conclusion�on�aviation�in�the�light�

of�Sir�Howard�Davies’�[former�Chairman,�Airports�Commission]�report.��This�is,�basically,�inevitable.��The�

difficulties�with�building�Heathrow’s�runway�three�are�becoming�apparent�to�many�people�in�the�Government.��

We�have�a�long�way�to�go�now�before�we�get�a�final�answer,�but�the�idea�of�building�a�third�runway�at�

Heathrow�is�becoming�manifestly�undeliverable.��I�know�that�that�is�a�view�shared�by�a�large�proportion�of�the�

Labour�Party,�if�not�by�my�chuntering�friend�on�my�right.�

�

Jennette�Arnold�OBE�AM�(Chair):��Thank�you.��Assembly�Member�Dismore?�

�

Andrew�Dismore�AM:��Thank�you,�Chair.��I�am�pleased�to�hear�that�you�are�supportive�of�the�Green�Belt.��

Does�this�mean�that�you�will�be�responding�to�the�Government’s�proposal�to�relax�the�rules�against�building�in�

the�Green�Belt�and�that�you�will�be�opposing�that�proposal?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Yes.��As�I�have�said�just�now,�the�London�Plan�has�been�through�

lots�of�amendments�and�lots�of�Examinations�in�Public�and�elsewhere.��It�is�a�very�good�plan�and�we�believe�we�

can�build�400,000�homes�on�brownfield�sites,�as�you�know,�over�the�next�ten�years.��That�is�what�we�have�to�

do.��The�land�is�there.�

�

The�argument�I�would�make�to�friends�and�colleagues�who�think�that�the�Green�Belt�is�the�answer�is�just�this:�

as�soon�as�you�give�the�green�light�to�the�Green�Belt,�the�developers�will�immediately�decide�that�they�do�not�

need�to�make�the�effort�and�the�investment�to�remediate�the�brownfield�land�and�to�get�on�and�do�that.��You�

would�forfeit�a�huge�opportunity�across�London�and�so�it�is�of�massive�psychological�importance�not�to�sell�

that�pass.�

�

Andrew�Dismore�AM:��I�am�glad�that�we�are�in�agreement�on�something�for�once.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��We�rarely�disagree,�Andrew!�

�

Andrew�Dismore�AM:��What�do�you�think�a�starter�home�in�the�Green�Belt�in�Mill�Hill�would�be�likely�to�cost?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��You�are�talking�about�a�hypothetical�construct�there.��My�intention�

is�to�get�on�with�building�homes�for�part�buy/part�rent,�Social�Rent,�Affordable�Rent�and�all�types�of�tenures�

on�the�brownfield�land�that�is�readily�available�to�this�city.�

�

Andrew�Dismore�AM:��I�can�give�you�that�answer.��In�nearby�Millbrook�Park,�which�is�a�brownfield�site,�

homes�for�sale�are�starting�at�£400,000�for�a�one-bed�flat�and�go�up�to�£700,000.��That�is,�clearly,�way�beyond�

the�reach�of�local�people,�particularly�young�local�people,�which�is�the�Government’s�target�group.��Shelter�

found�that�in�London�a�salary�of�£77,000�would�be�needed�for�a�starter�home.��How�many�people�do�you�know�

on�that�sort�of�money?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��I�stress�that�there�are�lots�of�models�available�to�young�people�in�

London�now�and,�by�the�way,�there�are�more�young�people�living�in�London�now�than�ever�before�and�more�

young�families�living�in�London�now�than�ever�before.��We�are�making�land�available.�

�

Just�remember�this.��In�the�last�few�years,�the�First�Steps�scheme�has�helped�52,000�people�into�part�buy/part�

rent�projects�of�a�kind�that�I�know�is�widely�supported�in�this�Assembly�and�I�believe�it�is�a�model�that�offers�

great�hope�for�London.��The�average�household�income�-�putting�both�incomes�together�-�for�those�52,000�

homes�is�£37,000.��That�is�a�tremendous�achievement�by�the�First�Steps�scheme.��That�is�the�kind�of�offer�that�

is�really�within�Londoners’�reach�and�we�should�be�pursuing�those�sorts�of�models.�

�
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Andrew�Dismore�AM:��The�fact�is�-�and�this�is�what�Sadiq�Khan�[MP,�Labour�mayoral�candidate]�says;�

perhaps�you�would�say�whether�you�would�agree�with�Sadiq�Khan�on�this�point�-�that�building�on�the�

Green�Belt�will�not�lead�to�new�genuinely�affordable�homes�being�built�but�will�just�increase�the�value�of�the�

land�with�windfalls�for�landowners�and�speculators.��Would�you�agree�with�that?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��As�far�as�I�can�remember,�the�gentleman�you�refer�to�was�not�your�

preferred�candidate�for�Mayor�and�I�can�readily�see�why.�

�

No,�my�general�view�is�that�there�is�ample�scope�for�construction�of�great�housing�for�Londoners�on�brownfield�

sites.��That�is�the�way�to�go.��Let�us�get�that�done.��Let�us�not�miss�that�opportunity.��They�are�going�begging.��

Yes,�some�of�them�are�difficult�and�some�of�them�cost�money,�but�it�can�be�done.�

�

Nicky�Gavron�AM:��Mayor,�good�morning.��I�am�very�pleased�to�hear�your�reassurances�on�protecting�the�

Green�Belt,�but�part�of�that�announcement�by�the�Government�was�tied�into�two�other�proposals,�which�are�

very�worrying,�one�on�employment�land�and�one�on�affordable�housing.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Sorry,�one�on?��

�

Nicky�Gavron�AM:��Employment�land.��I�will�just�explain�it.��It�goes�like�this.��In�addition�to�wanting�to�release�

Green�Belt�land,�the�Government�wants�to�release�employment�land�for�housing.��This�is�hard�on�the�heels�of�

the�expanded�-�and�now�made�permanent�-�Permitted�Development�Rights�for�many�workspaces�in�London.��

This�Assembly�has�always�been�very�clear�and�very�consistent�in�saying�that�we�want�to�protect�places�for�

Londoners�to�work.�

�

How�concerned�are�you�about�the�Government’s�announcement�about�wanting�to�release�employment�land?��

This�is�in�addition�to�permitted�development�rights.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Jenny�[Jones�AM]�has�a�question�later�on�about�the�threat�to�

employment�and�to�business�properties�in�London�generally,�but�I�have�to�say�that�I�share�your�concerns,�

Nicky,�and�I�share�the�Assembly’s�concerns�more�widely.��This�is�a�massive�issue�now�for�our�city.��We�really�

have�to�watch�out�for�loss�of�employment�space�in�London.��The�pressure�on�housing�is�so�massive�that�it�is�

leading�to�some�short-term�decisions.��In�the�end,�there�is�no�point�building�the�homes�if�there�are�not�the�

jobs.�

�

Nicky�Gavron�AM:��Absolutely,�and�the�jobs�for�the�future.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��It�is�fundamental.��That�is�why�we�weighed�in�so�hard�on�the�

Permitted�Development�Rights�and�kept�the�freedom�of�councils�to�stop�the�conversion�to�residential�across�

most�of�London.�

�

Nicky�Gavron�AM:��Our�issue�is�that�you�weighed�in�hard�on�central�London�but�not�on�outer�London.��

However,�on�this�employment�land�announcement,�there�is�a�consultation�coming�up.��Are�you�going�to�

respond�and�then�condemn�that?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Look,�it�is�important�to�be�measured�in�all�of�these�things.��There�

is,�clearly,�a�need�for�housing�and�that�is�very�important�and�sometimes�there�will�be�places�that�can�be�

converted�from�office�to�residential�without�detriment�to�the�economy.��However,�I�have�to�say,�looking�at�the�

picture�overall,�I�am�very�concerned�that�we�maintain�the�motor�of�London’s�economy�--�

�

Nicky�Gavron�AM:��All�right,�good.��That�was�employment�land?�
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�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��--�with�employment�space.��I�will�certainly,�to�answer�your�question�

directly,�be�making�strong�representations�to�the�Government�in�the�course�of�the�consultation�about�that.�

�

Nicky�Gavron�AM:��Just�quickly,�the�last�point�is�that�they�are�also�redefining�in�a�very�fundamental�way�

‘affordable�housing’�and�now�adding�in�new�products�for�people�on�very�high�incomes,�squeezing�out�social�

rent,�not�meeting�Londoners’�needs.��We�have�had�the�introduction�of�affordable�rent.��Now�we�have�the�

introduction�of�starter�homes�and�other�products,�all�being�squeezed�into�that�bracket.��The�whole�definition�

of�‘affordable’�becomes�so�broad�that�it�is�almost�meaningless.��Will�you�condemn�that�as�well?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��No,�I�do�not�agree�with�that.��You�will�know�very�well,�Nicky,�that�

already�33%�of�central�London�and�about�25%�across�the�whole�city�is�social�housing�of�one�kind�or�another�

and�only�2%,�by�the�way,�is�part�buy/part�rent.��London�is�an�outlier�in�that�respect.��Paris�has�about�17%�and�

Manhattan�has�about�7%.��We�have�far�more�social�housing�-�let�me�just�finish�-�as�a�proportion.�

�

Nicky�Gavron�AM:��Mayor,�could�I�just�say�--�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��It�was�very�interesting.��You�are�slightly�out�of�tune,�if�I�may�say�so,�

with�the�Shadow�Housing�Minister,�John�Healey�[MP],�who�made�an�excellent�point�yesterday,�which�was�that�

this�is�a�country�that,�basically,�wants�home�ownership.��There,�he�spoke�for�a�lot�of�people�in�London.��It�was�

very�striking�that�he�took�that�line.��He�pointed�out�that�there�has�been�a�decline�in�home�ownership.��The�

products�that�the�Government�is�now�offering�-�helping�people�to�get�a�share�of�the�value�of�their�home�

through�part�buy/part�rent�or�the�starter�homes�scheme�-�do�reflect�what�people�hope�for�and�are�what�people�

want.�

�

Nicky�Gavron�AM:��You�are�missing�my�point,�which�is�that�there�is�a�new�consultation�out�that�is�saying�not�

just�starter�homes�but�other�products�for�people�on�high�incomes�will�now�be�part�of�the�‘affordable’�category.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��No,�I�am�not�missing�your�point�at�all.��No,�you�are�--�

�

Nicky�Gavron�AM:��I�am�asking�you�to�respond�to�this�because�we�are�building�less�and�less�social�housing�

and�selling�off�more�and�more.��I�will�end�on�that.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��No,�that�is�not�true.��Actually�--�

�

Nicky�Gavron�AM:��Please�answer�the�consultation.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Really,�you�will�try�to�end�on�that,�but�you�are�not�right;�you�are�

not�correct.�

�

Nicky�Gavron�AM:��I�am.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��In�fact,�actually,�if�you�look�at�the�figures�for�council�home�sales�in�

London,�there�was�a�very�interesting�statistic�that�came�out�yesterday.��Of�the�council�homes�that�have�been�

sold�in�the�recent�years,�they�have�been�replaced�two-for-one�in�this�city,�which�is�something�that�I�do�not�

think�many�people�were�aware�of.�

�

Again,�I�repeat�my�point.��The�aspiration�of�most�people�in�London�-�87%�of�those�polled�-�is�to�have�a�share�

of�the�value�of�their�home�or�to�own�their�home�if�possible.��In�making�that�point�he�said�a�lot�of�stuff�that�I�

did�not�agree�with,�but�John�Healey�was�certainly�right�about�that�yesterday.�
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�

Nicky�Gavron�AM:��I�am�leaving�my�colleague�Tom�Copley�[AM]�to�pick�this�up�later�in�his�question.�

�

Caroline�Pidgeon�MBE�AM:��You�said�this�morning�that�a�third�runway�is�undeliverable�and�previously�you�

have�said�that�investing�in�it�would�be�“investing�in�decline”,�yet�you�have�allowed�City�Hall�to�invest�over�

£3.5�million�in�Heathrow�third�runway�corporate�bonds.��Will�you�be�instructing�officers�to�withdraw�from�this�

investment?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��No.��Let�us�be�clear.��We�are�investing�in�a�wide�variety�of�things�

and�I�do�not�as�a�matter�of�good�practice--��and�I�believe�that�it�would�probably�be�contrary�to�regulations�

anyway�to�direct�the�investment�body�of�the�GLA�as�to�how�it�chooses�to�spend�its�money.�

�

Caroline�Pidgeon�MBE�AM:��That�is�rather�hypocritical�when�the�Assembly�and�the�Mayor�are�against�

Heathrow�to�be�investing�in�that�third�runway�pot.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��It�is�very�peculiar.��Heathrow�Airport�is�providing�an�excellent�

service.��The�people�who�work�at�Heathrow�are�providing�an�excellent�service�in�highly�constrained�space.��

They�are�managing�to,�basically,�put�a�quart�into�a�pint�pot.��I�do�not�believe�that�a�third�runway�is�the�right�

way�forward�and,�in�fact,�it�will�not�happen�but�that�is�no�reason�to�--�

�

Caroline�Pidgeon�MBE�AM:��Not�invest�in�it?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��--�not�support�what�is,�after�all,�London’s�number�one�hub�airport.�

�

Caroline�Pidgeon�MBE�AM:��I�will�leave�it�there,�but�the�bond�is�for�the�third�runway,�not�for�other�Heathrow�

stuff.�

�

Tony�Arbour�AM�(Deputy�Chairman):��You,�in�your�answer�on�erosion�of�the�Green�Belt,�spoke�of�

developers�if�the�Green�Belt�becomes�available�being�reluctant�to�put�effort�and�investment�into�looking�at�

brownfield�sites.��Can�exactly�the�same�not�be�said�of�the�Education�Funding�Agency,�which�identifies�sites�for�

schools�on�Metropolitan�Open�Land�(MOL)?�

�

I�have�cited�to�you�in�the�past�what�happens�at�the�London�Borough�of�Hounslow�without�asking�that�a�

sufficient�assessment�be�made�of�whether�or�not�brownfield�sites�are�an�alternative�to�easing�development�of�

MOL.��Can�I�ask�that�therefore,�when�such�applications�come�to�you�for�change-of-use�from�MOL�to�

educational�use,�you�ensure�that�before�you�give�your�approval�to�any�such�scheme�you�have�an�assessment�of�

what�brownfield�land�is�available�in�a�particular�planning�authority?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Yes,�we�do.��I�want�to�stress�that,�yes,�on�several�occasions,�where�

a�school�needs�to�vary�its�footprint�in�order�to�have�a�redevelopment�and�is�on�a�greenfield�site,�I�have�decided�

to�give�the�go-ahead,�very�largely�because�it�will�invariably�have�the�approval�of�Sport�England�and�so�any�loss�

of�playing�fields�is�amply�compensated�for.��In�fact,�sometimes�Sport�England�is�overgenerous�in�its�assessment�

of�potential�applications.�

�

We�also�have�to�take�account�of�the�massive�demand�for�school�places�in�this�city.��We�are�going�to�need�

another�165,000�places�by�2020.��That�is�80�new�secondary�schools�that�we�are�going�to�need�to�build�in�the�

next�five�years�if�we�are�going�to�cope�with�London’s�young�population.�

�

I�want�those�schools,�obviously,�to�be�built�without�destruction�of�Green�Belt�land,�but�I�do�not�think�that�they�

should�necessarily�be�built�in�places�where�kids�have�no�access�to�playing�fields�and�no�chance�to�get�outside�
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to�stretch�their�legs.��That�is�why,�yes,�of�course,�we�will�look�at�brownfield�sites�but�there�may�be�

opportunities�on�MOL�or�on�Green�Belt�sites�to�vary�the�existing�footprint�in�a�creative�way�without�any�real�

loss�of�green�sward,�as�it�were,�Tony.�

�

Tony�Arbour�AM�(Deputy�Chairman):��That�really�was�not�the�point�that�I�was�making.��The�point�that�I�was�

making�was�that�the�Education�Funding�Agency,�as�you�know,�is�full�of�cash.��Because�of�the�urgency,�which�

every�single�one�of�us�around�this�table�accepts,�for�the�provision�of�school�places,�it�does�mean�that�they�are�

not�looking�assiduously�enough�-�nor,�indeed,�often,�some�borough�councils�are�not�looking�assiduously�

enough�-�at�alternative�sites.��I�would�hope�-�and�I�know�that�you�have�been�inundated�and�Ed�Lister�[Sir�

Edward�Lister,�Deputy�Mayor�for�Planning]�has�been�inundated�with�requests�from�residents�of�outer�London�

boroughs�to�say�-�that�there�should�be�a�much�more�rigorous�examination�of�whether�or�not�brownfield�sites�

are�available�to�the�Education�Funding�Agency.��Everybody,�again,�accepts�your�point�that�--�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��We�do.��Of�course�we�do.�

�

Tony�Arbour�AM�(Deputy�Chairman):��--�there�needs�to�be�adequate�provision�for�playing�space.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Of�course�we�do�our�best�and�the�Planning�team�here�at�City�Hall,�

which�is�very�good,�looks�at�all�the�available�options�and�tries�to�discuss�and�to�talk�these�things�through�with�

the�applicants.��However,�sometimes�what�you�have�is�a�school�that�needs�to�expand�and�it�will�have,�typically,�

a�car�park�and�some�scrubby�area�around�it�that�is�not�much�use�or�in�fact�not�at�all�used�by�the�public,�and�

there�is�an�opportunity�to�vary�the�footprint�of�the�school�in�order�to�expand�or�to�build�a�new�school.��Frankly,�

sometimes�it�is�more�sensible�to�proceed�than�to�block�it�and�to�cost�the�Government�and�the�taxpayer�a�huge�

amount�more�trying�to�find�some�brownfield�alternative�that�would�be�less�suitable�for�kids.�

�

Andrew�Boff�AM:��Mr�Mayor,�thank�you�for�referring�to�the�substantial�changes�that�have�taken�place�or�that�

were�announced�yesterday�with�regard�to�the�provision�of�health�in�London.��They�are�very�welcome�

innovations.�

�

There�is�just�one�thing�in�the�proposal.��A�London�Health�Board,�it�is�said,�will�“provide�political�leadership,�

oversight�and�support�for�the�London�strategy”.��Could�you,�as�soon�as�possible,�let�us�know�what�you�

understand�by�those�words?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Yes.��Look,�the�London�Health�Board�is�chaired�by�me�and�it�has�

representatives�from�London�Councils�and�from�three�London�boroughs�who�have�interest�and�expertise�in�this�

field.��It�works�very�well.��It�is�the�London�Health�Board�that�has�led�this�campaign�for�devolution�in�London.��I�

do�not�necessarily�believe�in�intercity�competition,�but�the�fact�is�that�if�you�look�at�the�integrated�care�model�

that�we�are�now�delivering�in�the�northeast�of�the�city,�it�is�more�devolution,�as�it�were,�than�Manchester�has�

achieved�and�is�a�considerable�step�forward.�

�

If�you�look�at�what�Jeremy�Hunt�had�to�say�yesterday,�it�was�very�interesting�because�he�said�that�we�should�

now�go�forward�with�a�pan-London�public�health�model.��As�you�will�remember,�this�is�something�that�was�

blocked�a�few�years�ago�by�the�Government,�rather�regrettably.��It�is�now�thinking�again�about�that�and�that,�

again,�will�go�through�the�London�Health�Board.�

�

Andrew�Boff�AM:��Mr�Mayor,�what�I�am�trying�to�get�to�the�bottom�of�is�whether�or�not�you�see�an�executive�

role�for�the�London�Health�Board�in�the�provision�of�health�services�in�London.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��No.��The�London�Health�Board�will�be,�as�it�were,�directive,�will�

assess�what�is�going�on,�will�campaign�and�will�champion�healthcare�and�improvements�to�healthcare�in�
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London.��However,�the�provision�of�healthcare�will�continue�to�be�done�by�the�NHS.��We�will�not�have�

statutory�responsibility�for�the�provision�of�healthcare,�as�things�stand.�

�

Andrew�Boff�AM:��Obviously,�if�you�do�take�on�a�London-wide�public�health�role�-�and�I�will�be�quizzing�you�

about�a�public�health�item�later�on�-�it�would�not�detract�from�the�current�powers�that�the�boroughs�have�with�

regard�to�promoting�and�setting�their�own�priorities�for�public�health�in�the�boroughs?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��No.��There�is�a�question�to�be�asked�about�the�role�of�the�GLA�in�

public�health�campaigns.��My�own�view,�as�I�have�said�to�you�many�times�-�and�Dr�Onkar�Sahota�[AM]�will�

know�exactly�what�I�am�going�to�say�-�is�that�we�are�hamstrung�in�this�city�by�not�having�the�budgets�for�

public�health�in�the�way�that�they�do�in�some�other�great�cities�and�it�was�a�shame�that�the�top-slicing�did�not�

take�place�a�few�years�ago�to�give�us�some�of�that�budget�and�enable�us�to�lead�--�

�

Jennette�Arnold�OBE�AM�(Chair):��Citywide�campaigns,�yes.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��--�pan-London�campaigns.��That�is�what�we�should�be�doing.��We�

should�be�leading�pan-London�campaigns�on�diabetes,�obesity,�cancer�testing�and�other�things.��I�am�as�

certain�as�I�can�be�that�that�is�the�way�things�will�go.�

�

Andrew�Boff�AM:��There�is�a�lot�to�debate�there,�Mr�Mayor,�and�I�am�sure�that�the�Health�Committee�will�

look�at�this�as�urgently�as�possible�because�there�is�a�lot�that�you�said�there�that�I�personally�disagree�with,�but�

thank�you.�

�

Steve�O’Connell�AM:��Mr�Mayor,�back�on�the�subject�of�protecting�green�spaces,�thank�you�for�your�earlier�

comments.��Your�London�Plan�does�have�significant�protections�around�back�garden�development.��I�would�like�

to�see�it�strengthened�but,�at�the�moment,�it�is�strong.�

�

Mr�Mayor,�would�you�be�instructing�your�planners�to�ensure�that�any�submissions�on�draft�changes�to�borough�

plans�that�specifically�weaken�the�protection�of�back�gardens�are�looked�at�and�to�object�to�those�sorts�of�

proposals?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Yes,�if�there�are�any�such�proposals,�Steve,�of�course�we�will�make�

sure�that�we�object�to�them.��The�loss�of�back�gardens�is�particularly�detrimental�to�the�character�of�London�

and�outer�London�in�particular.�

�

Steve�O’Connell�AM:��Also,�Mr�Mayor,�if�you�have�such�a�draft�plan�in�front�of�you�that�looks�at�

re-designating�swathes�of�green�MOL�back�down�and�reducing�the�protection,�I�would�again�ask�you�to�

instruct�your�planners�to�look�at�those�deeply�and�to�consider�objecting�to�such�proposals.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��I�will�certainly�look�at�that.��I�am�not�aware�of�the�de-designation�

of�MOL,�but�I�will�certainly�have�a�look�at�it.��Are�you�thinking�about�Croydon?�

�

Steve�O’Connell�AM:��There�are�some�plans�submitted�by�one�of�my�boroughs�that�I�have�spoken�to�

Sir�Edward�[Lister]�about�and�I�expect�your�very�professional�planners�to�give�them�due�close�attention.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Thank�you�very�much,�Steve.��We�will�make�sure�that�we�follow�up.�

�

Steve�O’Connell�AM:��Thank�you�very�much,�Mr�Mayor.�
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